
TOWN OF VERMONT PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 
August 29, 2017 – 7:00 p.m. 4017 County Road JJ 

 
Call to order and posting certification 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Doug Meier.  The meeting was properly noticed, posted at the 
front door of Town Hall, on the town website and emailed to the online subscribers.  The meeting notice was 
also published in the News Sickle Arrow and the Mt. Horeb Mail. 
 
Present:  Doug Meier, Jill Elleson, Scott Moe, John Hallick, Katie MacDonald, Todd Culliton, Diane Anderson 
 
Absent:  Dean Bossenbroek 
 

Approval of agenda 
 

Scott moved and Jim seconded approval of the agenda.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Approval of July meeting minutes 
 

Scott moved and Jim seconded approval of the July meeting minutes.  Motion passed 5-0.  1 abstention. 
 

Committee Reports 
 
John reported that the state has received 1.5 million in matching funds for fiber optics and of that the Town of 
Vermont has received 20% to be matched by TDS.  The project is fully funded and should take 2 years.  The pipe 
was laid in September so maybe they will be done sooner.  The will give quarterly updates. 
 
Jim went through changes to Dane County Section 10 zoning.  A draft can be found on their website.  They are 
including suggestions in the next draft and will meet again in 4 weeks.  They are trying to get everything in the 
appropriate category.   
 

Don Parrell rezone 
 

Don is selling to son Dave with no PDR and wanted the original PDR to transfer back to the original property.  
This would be a separate parcel and would fall under the minimum acreage for A-1EX.  The proposed parcel is 
19.5 acres. PDR would remain with Don & Marguerite.  The parcel transferred to Dave would contain no PDR.  
The parcel is to be rezoned as A-2 and Dane County would probably request a deed restriction. The LUIF needs 
to be corrected to A-2.  Jim moved we recommend approval to zoning of A-2.  Scott seconded.  Motion 
approved 6-0. 

 
Katie Donnelly event barn use 

 
Katie wants to use barn as a large group rental.  She would like to put in a parking lot by the propane area and 
on the right-hand side from the rock wall to the walnut to allow for 8 to 10 parking spots.  The barn would be a 
6-bedroom rental.    The plan commission recommended taking this to Dane Zoning office and see where this 
would fall.  It is currently zoned RH-2 and may have to be rezoned.   A new driveway application would be 
required by the town and it may have to go through erosion control with Dane County.   
 



Katie Donnelly/Gary Cox driveway Formal resolution of the PC for approval easement 
 

The plan commission reviewed the easement with Gary Cox for the Donnelly building site.  The plan commission 
pointed out many problems with the current easement, i.e. created an easement of limited duration, 
maintenance cost to Parcel B owner, 1200 sq. ft. or less house, Section 10 rights to use the easement seem to be 
contradictory.  The town would not want to have an easement of limited duration.  A recommendation was 
made to have Katie obtain a personal attorney to look at the easement. 
 

Formal resolution of the PC for approval of the CLUP with attached maps. 
 

State statutes require PC's resolution approving the land use plan to state that the maps were included.  66.100a 
highlights things that must be included in CLUP.  Jim noted that we want to use the best available copy of the 
elevation map.   Roll call vote was unanimous.    Jim moved to adopt the resolution as adopted.  Katie seconded. 
Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Certified Survey Map on the Norslien property in Section 2, driveway easement 
 

We want to assure that there is no PDR conveyed with the CSM.  We do not know why the lot was illegal.  We 
need a copy of the driveway easement.  Jim moved to require a copy of the driveway easement and a deed 
restriction that there are no PDRs and we would approve those contingent with getting a copy of the easement 
and specifying that there are no PDR's attached to either Lot.  Scott seconded.  Jim amended to include that it 
should show all above ground structures as stated on the CSM.  Todd seconded. Motion carried 6-0.     
 

Certified Survey approval process 
 

Todd recommended that the process should be similar to the process of going through the driveway approval 
process.  John said there should be verification of above ground structures. We need to check accuracy of map 
by Dane County’s CSM approval checklist.  We would want a copy of any easements associated with the CSM.  
PDR's available with land accounted for.  Jim would like to know what is expected of the town to do.  Jim is 
concerned by the length of time that it takes.  Jim would like to know what did the other towns do for their 
approval?  What do they expect us to do?  
 

Event barns in the Town of Vermont 
 

Event barns with regular traffic on a town road concerns Doug.  Will it support EMS and people getting there?  
We would need to know the number of events per year and the size of the events.  We should call it an event 
structure instead of barn.  We want to focus on the use of the structure.  Questions are: 
 Do we want to regulate a single event? 
 Is it private and a fee is tendered or is it public and they charge a fee? 
 What is the capacity of the road in which the event is being held? 
 How many people will be attending the event? 
 Do we want to combine this with our event ordinance? 
 What is the relationship between the parties of the event? 
This will be an agenda item for next month.  Jim mentioned that we should take what we have and shore up the 
loop holes.  We need to have definitions and criteria in case this comes up again. 
 

 
 



Section 1 mapping for review and feedback 
 

Diane presented a spreadsheet of PRIN’s in Section 1 of the township.  Katie mentioned that maybe we should 
have a discreet # assigned to each PDR.  This will be an agenda item for next month.  Everyone is to review the 
sheet and bring comments and recommendations for maintaining to the next meeting.   

 
Ordinance review Chapter 5  

 
Ordinance review Chapter 6 

 
Ordinance review Chapter 7 

 
Reconciliation of outstanding items from past PC agendas, driveway permits and building permits. 

 
Ordinance review of chapters 5, 6 and 7.  CSM approval process, Section 1 recommendations and establish 
protocol for maintaining. 

 
Schedule next meeting and discuss possible agenda items 

 
Next meeting is Monday, September 25 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Adjournment 
 
Todd moved and Scott seconded to adjourn.  Motion passed 6-0. 


